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Faso Introduces Bipartisan Legislation to Raise 
Awareness and Research Funding to 

Combat Lyme Disease 
  

Washington, D.C. - Congressman John Faso (R-Kinderhook) today announced the introduction of 
H.R. 4333, the bipartisan “Lyme Disease Research Stamp Act” alongside Congressman Collin 
Peterson (D-MN). The legislation would establish a United States Postal Service semipostal stamp to 
raise money for Lyme disease and related tick-borne illness research – at no cost to taxpayers. 
 
Congressman Faso said, “Lyme Disease is a scourge that Upstate families know all too well.  This 
debilitating disease stays with its victims for years, and results in immense emotional and financial 
hardship.  Lyme disease and related tick-borne illnesses are growing rapidly, and it is critically 
important that as a society we do what we can to educate the public on this epidemic so our 
communities and families can take the necessary steps to comprehensively address this issue.” Faso 
continued, “The Lyme Disease Research Stamp Act is important because it will help raise awareness 
and money to support comprehensive research efforts to combat and prevent these devastating 
diseases.” 
 
Congressman Collin Peterson (MN-7) added, “I am proud to help lead the effort to support increasing 
funding for Lyme disease and tick-borne illness research and raise public awareness,” Peterson said. 
 
The Lyme Disease Research Stamp Act would establish a United States Postal Service semipostal 
stamp to raise money for Lyme disease and related tick-borne illness research. The stamp would 
operate as USPS first-class postage, which postal patrons may voluntarily purchase at a price slightly 
higher than regular postage to support this cause. Revenue raised would directly benefit critical Lyme 
disease and related tick-borne illness research at the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases (NIAID). This market-driven initiative comes at no cost to the taxpayers. 
 
Other leaders in the fight against Lyme Disease contributed their thoughts on the Faso 
legislation: 
 
"Lyme disease is the number one spreading vector borne epidemic in the U.S, and mimics other 
chronic diseases accounting for an increased burden of those suffering with chronic illness. It has 
now been reported in all 50 states, affecting more than 330,000 people a year with debilitating 
symptoms. Lack of accurate diagnostic testing oftentimes results in diagnoses of Chronic Fatigue 
Syndrome, Fibromyalgia, autoimmune diseases, unexplained pain syndromes, as well as dementia 
with neuropsychiatric illness. These various manifestations contribute to disability and rising health 
care costs. We desperately need to improve diagnostic and treatment options for Lyme and 
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associated illnesses, as research funding to date has been inadequate, so the "Lyme Disease 
Research Stamp Act" is an excellent way to help raise awareness and provide critical funding for this 
emerging epidemic" 
 
Dr. Richard Horowitz 
NY Times Best-selling author of "Why Can't I Get Better? Solving the Mystery of Lyme and Chronic 
Disease" and national best-selling author of "How Can I Get Better? An Action Plan for Treating 
Resistant Lyme and Chronic Disease"  

“The Lyme Disease Research Stamp Act introduced by Congressman Faso enables Congress to 
provide an opportunity to raise much needed funds for Lyme and other tick-borne diseases research, 
yet it does not add to the financial burden of the federal government.  It enables individuals who want 
to support Lyme research--so that patients can get proper diagnosis and treatment--to do so without a 
strain on their budgets and without an unnecessary expenditure of time.  Buy a Lyme stamp, help 
save a life!  It’s a win-win situation." 
 
Pat Smith 
President, Lyme Disease Association, Inc. 
 
“Great thanks to Congressman Faso for finding this unique manner to assist with NIH Funding for 
Lyme disease research.  There's about 80 times as much tick-borne disease as mosquito-borne 
disease in the USA.  Yet funding for Lyme and tick-borne diseases is not commensurate with the 
illnesses.  This legislation will help NIH to address the ticks and the diseases they transmit as is done 
with mosquitoes.” 
 
Jill Auerbach 
Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association, Chairperson 
 
“We are gratified that Congressman Faso has sought to arrange for a direct way of funding future 
research for tick borne disease.  This epidemic has taken a back seat to mosquito diseases and this 
legislation will provide a necessary amount of awareness as well as some additional funding.  We are 
grateful to Congressman Faso for his efforts in this area.” 
 
Ira Auerbach 
Hudson Valley Lyme Disease Association 

“Despite the severity of the epidemic and a rapid growth in reported cases, NIH funding for Lyme 
disease research has remained relatively low, averaging just $25 million annually.  Additional funding 
is desperately needed for research to develop accurate tests that work in all stages of the disease 
and for clinical trials to develop more effective treatments for patients with chronic Lyme disease. The 
Lyme Disease Research Stamp provides an opportunity to help fill this gap at no expense to 
taxpayers.” 
 
Bruce Fries 
President, Patient Centered Care Advocacy Group 
 
Some of Congressman Faso’s efforts to combat Lyme disease in the 115th Congress: 

• Sent a bipartisan letter to Acting Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, 
Eric Hargan, to follow up on report language for Fiscal Year 2018 appropriations regarding 
Lyme disease, to improve the measurement and tracking of the progress of federal efforts to 
combat the disease. 

• Member of the House Lyme Disease Caucus. 
• Voted for millions in Lyme and vector-borne disease research funding, in addition to voting for 

a $2 billion increase in funding to the National Institutes of Health, which conducts important 
Lyme research. 



• Sent a letter to U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Secretary Tom Price urging 
support for the Tick-borne Disease Working Group established under the 21stCentury Cures 
Act. 

• Met with leading medical professionals and Lyme disease prevention advocates to share 
information about ongoing Lyme research and education programs, as well as how private 
companies are working to develop vaccines. 

Facts about Lyme Disease: 

• An estimated more than 300,000 new cases of Lyme occur annually. 
• It is found in half of all U.S. counties and on four continents, and it is growing rapidly. 
• It is transmitted by tick bites. 
• Symptoms may begin as flu-like but can affect the nervous system, leading to paralysis, 

encephalitis, seizures, and death if left untreated. 
• It has no known cure and is difficult to diagnose. 
• More than 3,000 confirmed cases in NY in 2015. 
• 14 States, including New York, account for over 96% of reported cases. 

To view the Letter to Acting Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services, Eric Hargan, 
click here. 
To learn more about this legislation, click here. 
For the full text of the legislation, click here. 
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