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Please allow me to offer you my deep appreciation and wish you the best of success as you
commence the Lyme Discase Association’s 16™ annual CME conference appropriately named: Lyme
& Other Tick-Borne Diseases- Science Bridging the Gap.,

As the co-chair of the Congressional Lyme Discase Caucus, | began working to promote
federal support for Lyme research and treatment after Pat Smith—my constituent in NJ's 4
Congressional District-—approached me following a town hall meeting in 1992, Pat tenaciously, and
graciously, challenged me to learn and do more to alleviate the burdens of those with Lyme Disease
and push federal agencies to advance Lyme diagnosis and treatment strategies.

Twenty-three years later, while much remains to be done, working together we have enjoyed
some significant victories. A key highlight from this year alone, is House passage of the Department
of Delense spending bill (HR 2685) which included, lor the first time, a provision the LDA and
spearheaded to target a total of $5 million in new federal funding for Lyme disease research through
the US Department of Defense, When enacted, the funding in the DOD bill will go a long way to find
better treatments for the men and women in our military who have contracted Lyme—and the
advances in rescarch and treatments made on behalf of our servicemembers will have substantive and
benelicial applications for patients in the greater population.

This year | have also re-introduced HR 665, legislation which establishes a federal Tick-
Borne Diseases Advisory Committee to better deliver results for those living with these illnesses. As
envisioned in my bill, the new Committee would be broad and truly representative ensuring that
experts like those attending this conference, as well as the patients they serve, have a seat at the table
when decisions are made that affect the health of the Lyme community.

More funding and greater representation for chronic Lyme patients are just two of the
legislative proposals that LDA and the Congressional Lyme Disease Caucus have championed to
help those with Lyme. And our a list of beneficial initiatives continues to expand. In sum, our work
on Lyme at the Tederal level would not be possible without the ongoing efforts of the Lyme Disease
Association as well Lyme-literate physicians, experts and advocates like you. I thank you all for
your time-tested spirit and dedication to stamping out this disease and for continuing to
compassionately support Lyme patients.
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