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Representative Pam Brown remarks at signing of Lyme Bill HB363  

By Governor Maggie Hassan on May 14, 2015 

Good afternoon and welcome to Governor Maggie Hassan’s formal signing of 
House Bill 363, legislation that enables New Hampshire to step forward as a 
leader in Lyme Disease awareness. This bill not only allows for the annual 
proclamation of May as Lyme Disease Awareness Month, but also adds a specific 
internet link to the Department of Health and Human Services website. That link 
is www.ILADS.org, and directs you to the International Lyme and Associated 
Diseases Society’s website which opens the door to an international community 
of Physicians, Researchers and other Health Care Providers “dedicated to 
advancing the standard of care for Lyme and its associated diseases” through 
education, awareness and action. The original bill included posting the ILADS 
treatment guidelines in addition to the IDSA, Infectious Disease Society of 
America. However DHHS opposed the original bill yet agreed to compromise with 
an amendment that left the ILADS link with a disclaimer that DHHS MAY include a 
disclaimer that they neither endorse nor support the position of ILADS.   

Compromises. These are the rewards of creating a partnership between the 
House and the Senate, between the Lyme community and state agencies, 
hopefully to bridge the gap of controversy regarding Lyme Disease so we can 
work together to find a solution for the well-being of our citizens. 

Lyme Disease Awareness and education is crucial to the wellbeing of our citizens 
especially the highest risk population between the ages of 5 – 9 in elementary, 
middle school and high school. And now a word about preventing tick bites: avoid 
wooded areas with high grass, repel ticks with DEET or Permethrin, bathe or 
shower soon after coming indoors and use a mirror to do a full body tick check of 
yourself and check your children daily, especially behind ears, in belly buttons and 
their hair; remove ticks with tweezers and see a doctor as soon as possible to 
start antibiotics and stop the spread of diseases.   

Most ticks today carry other diseases such as Anaplasmosis, Bartonella (Cat 
scratch fever) Babesiosis/Ehrlichiosis, Q fever, etc. and many of these are 
considered fatal for the elderly and those with compromised immune systems, 
yet are rarely diagnosed until Lyme Disease is first diagnosed. Unfortunately, the 
current screening test most physicians use, the ELISA, is less than 50 percent 
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accurate, which translates to you having a 50% chance of a negative test result 
even though you have Lyme. Prevention is the best approach to fighting Lyme and 
it may save you or a loved one from a lifetime of disability.  

I would like to thank members of the New Hampshire House of Representatives, 
the Senate, and finally Governor Hassan for finding this legislation worthy of 
passage.  To co-sponsors of HB363, Senator Gary Daniels and Representative 
Susan Emerson, those that testified, Dr. Lynn Durand, Dr. Kevin Young, David 
Hunter, and Pat Smith, President of the Lyme Disease Association, who could not 
attend but submitted written testimony. Special thanks to Representative James 
MacKay, who appointed me Chair of the Lyme Disease Subcommittee, and the 
Subcommittee members Representative Katherine Rogers, Clerk, Senator Daniels, 
Representative Emerson, David Hunter, Dr. Durand, Dr. Margrit Mikulis, and John 
Richards, former Director of the Governor’s Commission on Disability. Also to Dr. 
Montero, former Medical Director, DHHS Legislative Director John Williams and 
Legislative Liaison Kate Frey for their interest and attendance at nearly every 
Subcommittee meeting. 

I recently attended a Lyme Disease Awareness program and the keynote speaker 
told our group that the highest cause of death for Lyme patients is suicide. I am 
truly grateful for the individuals and support groups that bring hope to hundreds 
of individuals and families here in New Hampshire  that suffer physically, 
emotionally and financially from these debilitating tick-borne diseases yet are 
caught up in one of the most controversial medical debates of our time. Heartfelt 
thanks to David Hunter, facilitator of the Greater Manchester Lyme Disease 
Support Group, who has changed my life, encouraged me during great challenges, 
and continues to be a true blessing to our state as an educator and advocate for 
those of us too ill to participate. Also, thank you Kelly Downing, Marianne 
O’Connor, Kate Shaw-Mochida, Joy Pelletier Devins, Lyme411, New Hampshire 
Lyme Alliance, Lyme Disease Association and ILADS. 

To my fellow Lyme Disease survivors, never, ever give up hope. Let us make “No 
Lyme in our Time” a reality, and let us start today! Thank you for your kind 
attention to my remarks today. 


